Two populations of cells that express preprocholecystokinin mRNA in ventral periaqueductal grey.
Cells expressing preprocholecystokinin (CCK) mRNA in the rat midbrain periaqueductal grey area and Edinger-Westphal nucleus were analysed using in situ hybridization combined with liquid emulsion techniques. Semi-quantitative image analysis revealed that there were two populations of cells which expressed CCK mRNA. The first group of cells were large and heavily labelled and were confined to the Edinger-Westphal nucleus. The second group of cells were small and lightly labelled and were found scattered throughout ventral parts of the anterior periaqueductal grey.